40 Days for Life –Pulpit Plea at end of Mass
My name is ________ a member of the pro-life group here at (organization or church here ).  Our parish will be participating in the 40 Days for Life effort where Christians throughout Fairfax are invited to take part in the national 40 Days for Life that is now underway in more than 100 communities in the United States and in other countries such as Canada, Australia, Germany and Spain.
This project was initiated in 2004 by a group of pro-life Christians and became a national campaign in the Fall of 2007. In Fairfax City, child-killing was reduced by 23% in 2008, the year 40 days for Life campaign was held.  Overall, it was directly responsible for saving over 5000 children lives from abortion (and those are just the ones we know about), and hundreds of women – and men have been spared from the pain and regret of abortion. 61 Abortion workers have quit there jobs and 19 abortion mills have closed and gone out of business following 40 days for Life campaigns outside their doors.  In short, through God’s grace, we are clearly helping save lives and souls and I am here to ask you to be part of that during [Your Organization’s] commitment period of x days, from 7am to 8pm.
Prayer vigil slots are one hour long and all that one is asked to do is stand in the public right of way, on the sidewalk, in front of the abortion mill and quietly, peacefully pray. That’s it. It is legal and not confrontational. For the x days at 13 hours each that amounts to x hours but we prefer to have at least 2 people pray together. So we will need at least x people.  This is doable since there are about [x number of families] here at [your organization].  Prayer groups, rosary groups, or entire families can participate at once and individual pro-lifers can come together to pray.  It is not confrontational, it is legal and peaceful.  Your peaceful, prayerful presence is a Christian witness and will have a great effect.  

Here’s what I’m asking you to do.  There are people out front with clipboards who are there to make it easy for you to signup to participate in the vigil.  Either go to the sign-up bulletin board we already have in foyer or to one of the volunteers with a clip board and signup for one or more of the Vigil slots that makes sense for your schedule.  

If you are not walking around with your schedule in your head, we’ve got you covered too.  Stop by one of the people with a clipboard and they’ll give you a card.  Put your name, phone number and the best time to call on the card and give it right back to that volunteer.  We’ll be in touch with you when you have your calendar in front of you and we’ll help you sign up for a time slot that works for you.  It’s simple as that.  

The Culture of Death dominates in our country and its most abominable manifestation - abortion, is well accepted, because for at least the last 39 years us Christians have allowed it to be so.  The 40 Days project is an essential part of the process by which faithful Christians will bring the Culture of Life into prominence.  During this season of Lent, you can be a witness for Christ and be a vital part of the process by which lives are saved and souls are brought home to Christ.  The volunteers are out front to help make it easy for you to do so, and we look forward to seeing you.  Thank-you.  
